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It is principally used as a tonic and deobstruent in hepatic and
splenic enlargements, and in various chronic skin diseases. There
is a popular opinion that the herb taken internally and applied
externally will turn the hair black.
The fresh juice of the leaves is rubbed on the shaven scalp for
the purpose of promoting the growth of hair.
In Bombay, the natives use the juice in combination with
aromatics, as a tonic and deobstruent, and give two drops of it with
eight drops of honey to new-born children, suffering from catarrh.
In the Gujarat district of the Punjab, it is used externally for ulcers,
and as an antiseptic for wounds in cattle.
The fresh plant is applied with sesaniurn oil in elephantiasis,
and tte expressed juice in affections of the liver and dropsy. When
used in large doses, it acts as an emetic. It is also considered
cooling It is anodyne and absorbent, and relieves headache when
applied with a little oil.
The juice o£ die leaves is given in one teaspoonful doses in
jaundice and fevers. The root is given to relieve the scalding of
urine.
In Chota Nagpur, the root is applied in conjunctivitis and galled
necks in cattle (Campbell).
The leaves are reputed to cure sores When -applied to them.
The roots merely tied to the belly cure all kinds of ills in it (Carter).
The plant is considered as an astringent in China, and is used for
checking haemorrhages and fluxes and strengthening the gums. The
plant is rubbed on the gums for toothache, acting as a counterirritant.
In La Reunion, the plant is considered as pectoral and anti-
asthinatic. The decoction is prescribed externally for skin diseases
and elephantiasis.
Tlte plant is much used as a cure for asthma and bronchitis in
Indo China. The pounded leaves are prescribed in haemorrhage*
In Ceylon, it is used to purify the blood.
In the Gold Coast, the leaves are ground and mixed with cold
water- This mixture is then drunk to cure constipation.

